Use the right language
Language to use when discussing IICSA

Language shapes how society understands sexual violence and how survivors are heard.
Misleading terms can distort the truth, fuel myths, and silence survivors.
Clear, accurate language helps name the harm, challenge perpetrators, and support healing.

Instead of

Say

Why - Call it what it is

Grooming gangs

Child sexual exploitation
in organised networks

“Grooming gangs" has no legal definition and
is often used to racialise abuse and obscure
its widespread nature.

Abuse / Assault

Sexual Abuse /
Sexual Assault

Not all abuse is sexual. Survivors of sexual
violence need their experiences recognised
for what they are.

Historic abuse

Non-recent sexual abuse

“Historic” implies it's over, however the effects
of sexual abuse are lifelong.

Child pornography

Child sexual abuse
images

Pornography implies consent. These are
records of abuse.

Assault / Abuse when it's
rape

Rape / Child rape

Softer words diminish the reality and impact
of rape.

Relationship (with a child)

Child sexual exploitation

Children cannot consent to being in a
relationship. Framing it as a relationship is
misleading and harmful.

Child abuse Child sexual abuse “Child abuse” is broad. Be specific about
sexual abuse.
Rent boy / Child sexual exploitation There is no such thing as a child sex worker.

Child sex worker

It's sexual abuse.

Voluntary child prostitution

Child sexual exploitation

Children cannot consent to sexual activity of
any kind.

Child sex tourism

Child sexual abuse abroad

“Tourism” trivialises trafficking and abuse as
well as implying consent.

Paedophile (used broadly
or generally)

Child sexual offender /
Child sexual abuser

Not all offenders meet clinical definitions.
Always use language that focuses on the
nature of the crime.

Sex pest/ Monster /
“Beloved man accused”

Man rapes woman /
Man abuses child

Trivial or sympathetic framing distracts from
the crime. It shifts focus from the survivor.
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