
Our Manifesto

This manifesto lays out the minimum 
of what the new government should 
commit to in order to address the 
national threat of child sexual abuse 
and sexual violence.

United against sexual  
violence & abuse



The Survivors Trust (TST) is a leading 
organisation dedicated to supporting 
victims and survivors of sexual violence 
and all forms of abuse, issues that have 
rightfully been recognised by successive 
governments as a national priority. 

Sexual violence and abuse can cause 
profound and lasting harm, affecting  
not only individuals but impacting every 
part of our communities. 

The urgency to act and invest in 
prevention, support, and education has 
never been greater if we are to prevent 
future generations from enduring the 
same pain and harm. The voluntary sector 
plays an indispensable role in supporting 
survivors, providing life-saving care and 
expertise which often isn’t available  
within the public sector. 

This manifesto, authored by TST in 
collaboration with Professor Alexis Jay who 
chaired the Independent Inquiry into Child 
Sexual Abuse (IICSA), outlines crucial steps 
the new government must take to address 
these critical challenges and protect our 
society from their devastating effects.

We believe better use of resources will 
achieve our overall aims of preventing 
abuse, protecting those most at risk and 
respecting those already affected by abuse. 

In practice this means government should 
make a start on implementing many of the 
recommendations of IICSA which are based 
on 8 years’ worth of detailed evidence 
taken by the Inquiry. Keystone new 
measures will be:

1.	 A Child Protection Authority to set out 
best practice and ensure those looking 
after children follow good minimum 
standards in child care.

2.	 A effective law on mandatory reporting.

3.	 A new redress scheme specifically 
designed for victims of child sexual abuse.

4.	 Ensuring access to therapy, advocacy  
and support for victims and survivors  
at point of need.



Sexual violence goes far beyond the 
immediate crime. It pervades all areas of 
society including homes, schools, universities 
and workplaces, from technology-assisted 
abuse and institutional abuse to violence 
against women, men, young people and 
children. Child sexual abuse is a national 
threat – around 1 in 6 girls and 1 in 20 boys 
are sexually abused before the age of 16  
(IICSA final report, October 2022) and violence 
against women is a global issue – almost 
one in three women have been subjected 
to physical and/or sexual intimate partner 
violence, non-partner sexual violence, or both 
at least once in their life (UNwomen report 
2023). 7.9 million adults (16.6%) of adults 
across England and Wales have been the 
victims of some kind of sexual crime since 
they turned 16. Two million of those have 
been victims of rape (ONS, Sexual Offences 
Prevalence and Trends, England and Wales). 

The true cost of sexual violence and sexual 
abuse isn’t just the trauma of the event – it 
has devastating impacts on health, education, 
justice and social services, among others. 
Survivors face lifelong health issues, from 
mental health struggles to chronic illnesses, 
while communities lose trust in institutions 
meant to protect them and support 
their recovery. Addressing these issues 
requires early intervention, education, and 
trauma-informed training for all relevant 
professionals. The ripple effects of sexual 
violence and child sexual abuse extend far 
beyond the victim, affecting society as a whole.

Sexual violence and child sexual abuse are 
inextricably linked. We are seeing abusers 
evolve with technology, with a 32% of 
Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) now coming from 
technology assisted crime (source National 
Police Chief’s Council report 15th January 2024).

When dealing with the consequences of sexual 
violence and sexual abuse for adults, young 
people and children we are referencing: 

•	 Adult rape

•	 Rape of a young person or a child

•	 Child sexual abuse material

•	 Violent pornography

•	 Revenge pornography

•	 Sextortion

•	 Technology assisted abuse

•	 Child sexual abuse

•	 Child sexual exploitation

•	 Violence against women and girls

•	 Sexual abuse of boys and men

•	 Grooming for sexual abuse

•	 Female Genital Mutilation

•	 Honor based violence and sexual abuse

The problem



Looking to the future, we must shift the culture 
around sexual violence and sexual abuse, 
embedding it into public consciousness. We 
must also ensure appropriate help, counselling 
and support is available for all survivors when 
they need it, reducing their isolation, while 
also deterring potential perpetrators. This 
requires representation at the highest level, 
starting with the immediate appointment of 
a Sexual Violence Commissioner, a Minister 
for Child Protection (“CP Minister”) and the 
establishment of a Child Protection Authority 
(“CPA”) to lead the cultural and policy changes 
needed to address this national priority. A 
CPA acting closely with the CP Minister and SV 

Commissioner will have the ability to introduce 
reforms and measures which will benefit all 
survivors and address emerging threats of 
sexual violence and sexual abuse as they 
continue to evolve and change. The Sexual 
Violence Commissioner will ensure effective 
inclusion of the victims’ voice, accountability 
and monitoring of progress.

This manifesto outlines three strategic aims:  
to RESPECT the experience and impact for  
the 13 million people in the UK who have 
experienced sexual violence or sexual abuse, 
PROTECT those most at risk, and PREVENT  
sexual violence and sexual abuse.

The way forward

R E S P E C T

P R O T E C T P R E V E N T

and restore those who have lived 
experience of sexual violence

 those at high risk  
of sexual violence

all forms of 
sexual violence



Respect for survivors of sexual violence 
or sexual abuse means ensuring both 
frontline workers and the public have a deep 
understanding of trauma and its varied effects 
on each individual. It is vital that trauma 
informed training is mandatory in all pre-
qualification courses for police, healthcare 
professionals, social workers, military staff, 
and education professionals. The CPA would 
coordinate this across relevant government 
departments.

An effective, realistic redress scheme for 
survivors of institutional sexual abuse alongside 
a review of the Criminal Injuries Compensation 
scheme to make it easier for survivors to make 
a successful compensation claim would both be 
of considerable benefit to survivors of sexual 
violence and sexual abuse. These measures 
would be an essential step in acknowledging the 
lifelong harm endured by survivors of sexual 
violence and sexual abuse. They would also 
provide compensation for the lifelong financial 
losses sustained by survivors of sexual abuse.

Appropriate counselling and support for 
survivors of sexual violence or sexual abuse 
must be available to all survivors when they 
need it and close to where they live. The key 
role the specialist sexual violence and sexual 
abuse voluntary sector has in providing 
counselling and support to survivors must 
be recognised and understood at all levels 
of UK Government. It is imperative that the 
specialist sexual violence and sexual abuse 
voluntary sector is adequately funded to enable 
counselling and support to be available to all 
survivors upon request and without the need 
for survivors ever having to be placed on a 
waiting list. This will allow specialist voluntary 
sector agencies to focus on delivering life-
changing care, rather than continually bidding 

for funding or dealing with staff burnout and 
staff losses. Employers should be required to 
provide annual trauma-informed training, just 
as they currently do with annual safeguarding 
programs.

Finally, respect includes a complete overhaul 
of the criminal justice system, ensuring that 
survivors who come forward to report sexual 
violence or sexual abuse are supported and 
treated with fairness, respect, and dignity  
at every stage. 

Strategic aim 1: RESPECT, restore and support 
lived experience for children, young people 
and adults who have experienced sexual 
violence or sexual abuse

Key policies: 

•	 Sexual Violence Commissioner

•	 Child Protection Authority

•	 Criminal justice system review

•	 Specialist sexual abuse courts

•	 Support for the CPS Victim 
Transformation Programme

•	 Sustainable and accessible specialist 
therapy, advocacy and support for 
survivors

•	 Immediate therapeutic support for all 
children who experience sexual violence

•	 Review of CICA

•	 Implementation of an institutional 
redress scheme

•	 Annual, mandatory trauma informed 
training for all frontline professionals

•	 Trauma informed standards for 
employers

•	 Trauma informed training embedded  
in pre-qualification curriculums.



Our priority is to protect those most vulnerable 
to child sexual abuse and sexual violence, 
including children, women, men, boys, and 
girls. Effective protection requires a dual focus: 
addressing both the perpetrator behaviours 
and protecting the public who should be able 
to access all areas of society, free from the risk 
of sexual violence or sexual abuse. We envisage 
this monumental task being broken down into 
steps which will be recognised in parliament. 

To begin with, for children and young people, 
we must immediately establish a CPA which 
would seek to provide all areas of society 
with the tools and knowledge to help protect 
children and young people from all forms of 
sexual violence and sexual abuse. The CPA 
would support the work of a CP Minister who 
would provide cabinet representation and 
advance the rights of survivors, support the 
work of the CPA and raise public awareness  
of sexual violence and child sexual abuse.  
The minister would ensure that survivors 
received the help and support they deserved 
and benefitted from meaningful reforms and 
new policies. 

For adult victims and survivors of non-recent 
rape and sexual abuse, it is essential that police, 
social services, criminal and civil justice systems 
and family court processes are overhauled 
to ensure that victims’ rights and needs are 
prioritised. Appointing a Sexual Violence Victims 
Commissioner will provide dedicated oversight 
and victim-focus for this work. 

For all survivors of sexual violence and sexual 
abuse, an overhaul of the current criminal 
justice response, which is often ineffective and 
harmful, would run alongside a reset of the 
rehabilitation of perpetrators of the crime. 

Strategic Aim 2: PROTECT children and adults 
known to be at risk of sexual violence

Key policies: 

•	 Child Protection Authority

•	 Mandatory reporting

•	 Review and strengthening of the sex 
offenders register

•	 Sexual Violence Commissioner

•	 Specialist sexual violence support  
police officers in every force

•	 Specialist sexual violence unit in every 
NHS trust

•	 Improved mandatory training for 
all those working within sectors or 
industries where a position of trust  
is held

•	 Better support and monitoring  
of known offenders

•	 Pain compliance

•	 Inquiries Oversight Board to ensure 
IICSA’s recommendations are 
monitored.



Public education is essential to underscore 
that preventing sexual violence and abuse 
is everyone’s responsibility. A nationwide 
campaign must be launched to change 
the culture that presently exists, raising 
awareness and embedding prevention in 
every household across the UK.

Preventing sexual violence and sexual abuse 
requires proactive work before it escalates. 
This includes establishing an Online Harms 
Unit responsible for identifying, removing, 
and tracing harmful content such as, but 
not limited to, violent pornography, revenge 
pornography, misogynistic material, sexual 
violence, CSAM (Child Sexual Abuse Material), 
sextortion, county lines communications, and 
CSE (Child Sexual Exploitation). 

Additionally, there must be a single, 
streamlined reporting system for all forms 
of sexual violence and sexual abuse, child 
and adult, so perpetrators and victims can 
be mapped across all services, allowing 
accurate data to inform service provision. 
These prevention tasks would be managed 
by the CPA, modelled after the simplicity 
and efficiency of the 999 emergency system. 
These prevention tasks would be managed 
by the CPA, modelled after the simplicity and 
efficiency of the 999 emergency system. This 
would ensure effective systems between 
organisations working with children and 
adults, and facilitate identifying the most 
prolific and indiscriminate offenders.

Strategic Aim 3: PREVENT sexual violence 
and child sexual abuse before it happens

Key policies: 

•	 Child protection authority

•	 Child protection minister

•	 Sexual violence commissioner

•	 Supporting implementation of 
Operation Soteria in all police forces

•	 Single data set

•	 Online harms unit

•	 Public awareness campaign

•	 Institutional accountability, including 
recruitment and disciplinary reviews

•	 Single streamlined reporting system  
for all sexual violence

•	 Sexual violence being a mandatory 
curriculum inclusion for all children  
and families in school
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